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TALK OF THE BO AD.- No. XXXII. 
" Well, Jem," said Pat, " it is stack in me at last ; 
and there's no nse talking— I'll have to do something." 

" Is that in regard of what you were saying the last 
day, Pat?" said Jem. 

" That's it, Jem," said Pat. «• 111 have to do what's 
light." 

" And why would yon hare to do more than yon hare 
done these two years back ?" said Jem. " Arn't you 
reading the Bible, and won't that do?" 

" Well then, Jem, it won't; without we do what is in 
the Bible," said Pat. 

" And what's in the Bible ?" said Jem. 
" Do you mind what we were talking of once," said 
Fat, "that them that is ashamed of Christ and his 
words, Christ will be ashamed of them ?"* 
" Them words isn't easy forgot," said Jem. 
" Them words stuck in me all along," 1 said Pat ; "and 
I couldn't quit thinking wasn't I ashamed of Christ and 
bis words, and would not he be ashamed of me. Well, 
I was reading a while ago in the Douay Bible, and I 
came on this, ' 7/ thou confess with thy mouth the Lord Jam*, 
and believe in thine heart that God hath raised him up 
from the dead, thou shall, be saved. For with the heart 
we believe unto justice, but with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation."! 

" And what would that mean ?" said Jem. " It isn't 
like confessing to the priest anyway." 

" People doesn't go to the priest to confett Jesus Christ, 
but only to confess their sins," said Pat. 

" And what does confessing Jesus Christ with the 
mouth mean?" said Jem. 

" Well, I suppose,™ said Pat, " when the heathens be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ, they had to say it out, and go to 
church like men, instead of pretending they didn't be- 
lieve on Him.'' 

"Well, that's plain anyway," said Jem; "tbey 
wouldn't get salvation by Christ, if they didn't acknow- 
ledge Him ; but what has that to do with us ? or how 
have we to confess Christ with our mouths ?" 

"Jem," said Pat, " don't we know that we must be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ only, and follow His words alone, 
and nothing else ?" 
" We know that surely," said Jem. 
" And if we say that out, that is making confession 
with the mouth," said Pat. 

"It is," said Jem; "there is no use saying against 
that" 

So Pat turned round on Jem, and said, " Why don't 
we do it, Jemmy Brannan ? Speak the truth, like a 
man." ■«..,.-... ■■■■* 

« Why, then, because we're afraid ; that's the truth," 
said Jem. 

" We are just afraid of men, and so we are ashamed 
of Christ and of his words, and we durst not confess him 
with our mouths," said Pat. 

" Pat, we would be killed entirely if we did it," said 
Jem ; " and get no work neither, and the childer starve 
or else go to the poorhouse. Wouldn't that be the quiet 
plan for them that turn?" 

"Jem, well have to come back on the words of 
Christ," said Pat ; "them words won't let us alone." So 
Pat read out of the Douay Bible: "Fear ye not them 
that kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul ; but 
rather fear Him that can destroy both soul and body 
into hell." (Matthew x. 28.) *' Now, Jem," said Pat, 
" will we stand that, sooner than make confession with 
the mouth unto salvation ?" 

" How can we do it at all ?" said Jem. " Couldn't 
we confess Jesus Christ and his words, and still not leave 
the Church of Rome at all ?" 

" We can't, Jem," said Pat. " Sure we will have to 
confess that we believe in Jesus Christ only, and follow 
his words only. And sure that is clean contrary to the 
religion of the Church of Home. Sure Father John 
himself will tell you, that them that says that, is flying 
in the face of the Church of Home. And how can we 
•tick to both? Sure there is no use in imposing on God 
and on the priest too." 

" I wish we could do what's right in the Church of 
Rome," said Jem. 

" We can't," said Pat ; " and there is no use talking 
of it. I tell you, Jem," said Pat, " we'll have to go out 
•f Babylon to deliver our own souls." 

" And is the Church of Rome Babylon ?" said Jem. 
" Enough, to make us go out of her ;" said Pat . 
" Is there anything about it in the Bible ?" said Jem. 
" Plenty," said Pat, " and in the Douay Bible too." 
So they fell to searching the Douay Bible ; and they 
f»uid it easy, for Pat had the places marked. So they 
read this out of the Prophet Jeremiah, chapter li„ verses 
6 and 7 : " Flee ye from the midst of Babylon, and let 
every one save his own life; be not silent upon her ini- 
quity ; for it is the time of revenge from the Lord, he 
will render unto her what she hath deserved. Babylon 
hath been a golden cup in the hand of the Lord, that 
made all the earth drunk : the nations have drunk of her 
wine, and therefore they have staggered." " And here's 
a great one," said Pat, reading verse 9; "We would have 



cured Babylon, but the is not healed; let us forsake her, 
and let us go ever/ man to his own land." 

" Well, now, Pat," said Jem, " didn't the Prophet 
Jeremiah live a long time before Jesus Christ ?" 

" He did. surely," said Pat, " for it's in the Old Testa- 
ment it is." . 

" Well, there wasn't a Church of Borne then," said 
Jem. 
'• There couldn't be," said Pat. 
" Well then, Jeremiah be to be talking of something 
else," said Jem ; " wasn't there a great city then called 
Babylon ?" 

" There was," said Pat ; " for I read about it in the 
last Catholic Latham." 

" It be to be that he was talking about, Pat," said 
Jem. 

"Well, the Catholic Layman allow sit was that city he 
was talking about," said Pat ; " but if be was a prophet, 
why wouldn't there be another meaning in it too ?" 

" And what right would we hare to put another 
meaning on it ?" said Jem. 

"Stop a bit," said Pat, " there's more. Didn't the 
Prophet Jeremiah say that the old city of Babylon would 
be destroyed ? Sure here it is — ' It shall be no more in- 
habited for ever, neither shall it be built up from gene- 
ration to generation' (chap. 1., verse 39). AnddoeBn'tthe 
Catholic Layman say that it was destroyed 2000 years 
ago ? and isn't that before Jesus Christ came ? and that 
it never was built ; and no »ne ever lived in it since? 
Well now, Jem," said Pat, " if the Bible said anything 
more about Babylon aiteh that, doesn't it stand to rea- 
son that it be to have another meaning ?" 

" That stands to reason, Pat," said Jem ; " but does 
the Bible say any more of Babylon after that ?" 

So Pat found out the 18th chapter of the Book of 
Apocalypse or Revelation. " And now mind, Jem," 
said Pat ; " St. John the Apostle wrote this after Jesus 
Christ came, and after the city of Babylon was destroyed 
and never built again ; and for all that he speaks of 
Babylon going to be destroyed; for only listen to this :" 
and Pat read verse 21— "And a mighty angel took up a 
stone, as it were a great millstone, and cast it into the 
sea, saying, with such violence as this, shall Babylon that 
great city be thrown down, and shall be found no more 
at all." " Now, Jem," said Pat, " wouldn't that be the 
quars thing to say of a city that was dead and gone 
long before, if it hadn't another meaning ?" 

" It be to have," said Jem ; " but what more does it 
say of Babylon ?" 

" Here's what St. John says of it," said Pat ; and he 
read out of that same" 13th chapter of the Book of Reve- 
lation, verses 1, 2, 3 — " And after these things I saw 
another angel come down from Heaven, baring great 
power j and the earth was enlightened with his glory. 
And he cried out with a strong voice, saying : Babylon 
the great is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, 
and the hold of every unclean spirit, and the hold of 
every unclean and hateful bird; because all nations 
have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 
" Them's terrible words," said Jem. 
" Mighty like what Jeremiah said of the old city of 
Babylon," said Pat, " sure here's what he said, ' there- 
fore, shall dragons dwell there, with the fig-fauns, and 
ostriches shall dwell therein'" (ch. 50. 39) ; only St. John 
makes the words harder still," said Pat, "and that's may 
be because he explains the meaning." 

" Well, but did it all happen while St. John was liv- 
ing ?" said Jem, " for sure if it did it's all past and gone." 
" It didn't," said Pat, " for St. John only saw it, like 
as you would see it in a show-box. And before he saw 
it, the voice out of heaven said to him, « I will show you 
the things that must be done hereafter', (Revelation iv. 
verse 1.) So you see, Jem, it was all a prophecy, and St. 
John just took the words about Babylon to show it ; so 
you see, Jem, Babylon be to have another meaning." 

" Well, it be to have, Pat," said Jem, " but still the 
Revelation is the hardest book of all, and may be we 
ought to read the rest of the Bible, and not come to that." 
" Well, Jem," said Pat, " there's more things in that 
part of the Bible that I can't come up to, than in any 
other; but there's one thing in the iBook of Revelation 
plainer nor in any other, and here it is for you, Jem." 8o 
Pat read chapter i. verse 3 : " Blessed is he that readeth 
and heareth the words of this prophecy." 
So Jem allowed it ought to be read after that. 
" Well, wait till I read you what St. John says of it 
all," said Pat ; so Pat read chapter xviii. verse 4, " And 
I heard another voice from Heaven saying, go out from 
her, my people, that you be not partakers of ber sins." 
"Now," said Pat, "didn't he take the words of Jere- 
miah^ and fit them on to what he was speaking about ? 
And if the voice from Heaven bids us go out, won't we 
go?" 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " there's one thing I want yet. 
St. John wasn't talking of the city of Babylon that was 
destroyed for ever before he was born, that's plain any 
war. And he was talking about something that was to 
come, and fitting on the words about Babylon to it. But 
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what was it at all ? Was it the Church of Rome he 
meant ? That's what we havn't got at yet." 

."It's coming, Jem," said Fat; "it'll be got, that 
same. So Pat turned to the 1st Epistle of St. Peter, 
chapter v., verse 13, in the Douay Bible, and he read — 
"The church that is in Babylon, elected together with 
you, saluteth you." • 

" Sure there wouldn't be a church in a city that was 
destroyed, and no man living in it," said Jem. 

'• Well, in course there wouldn't," said Pat ; " but the 
Douay Bible explains that for us." So Pat turned to 
the preface printed before the Epistle of St. Peter, in the 
Douay Bible ; and he read — " He wrote it at Rome, 
which figuratively he calls Babylon." And then said 
Pat " If the Douay Bible itself allows that St Peter 
himself called Rome Babylon, why wouldn't we do it 
too?" 

" Well, that beats all," said Jem ; " Rome is Babylon 
surely." 

" Jem," said Pat, "do you mind all our talk these 
two years and more ? Isn't it the Church of Rome that 
sets up other mediators ? and tells us to worship Mary 
and Joseph? and bids us trust in the scapular and 
blesBed medals ? and that cuts out God's commandments, 
for fear we would learn to obey Him and not her f And, 
more nor all, isn't it the Church of Rome that says the 
>rord of God will set us astray ? and doesn't that show 
her gone clean against the word of God ? and isn't it the 
Church of Rome that taught that same to all the world ? 
and what would make her Babylon, if going against God 
himself wouldn't ?" 

" Oh, Pat," said Jem, " how could we turn at all ? sura if s 
killed we would be entirely." 

" Jemmy Brannan," said Pat " wasn't it you put me on the 
reading, when I was more loath nor you were, and will I go 
out of Babylon afore you ?" 

" What will we do to get out, Pat ?" said Jem : " will we 
go to America ?" 

" We won't, Jem," said Pat, " mind you this, Jem," said 
Pat, " it isn't only about getting out : it's about not being 
ashamed of Christ and of his words ; and it's about confessing 
him before men ; and will I sneak out of old Ireland, only 
because I'm ashamed of Christ ? And besides the children b 
too many, and will I leave them and Biddy behind me ? And 
more foreby, Jem, America isn't the place it was : it's getting 
worse every year on them that goes there, and old Ireland 
getting better, and the wages good." 

" Well, that's what the priests is preaching everywhere,* 
said Jem, " for the people to not go to America, any more." 

" Well, I wouldn't blame* them, if it was only the good of 
people they were thinking of," said Pat ; " but sure you know, 
Jem, the priests have no country only Rome ; and it's Borne 
they're still thinking of, and not old Ireland ; and it's Home 
they're thinking of, and neither Ireland nor America, when they 
tell the people to stay at home." 

" Weu, I'm thinking that betimes," said Jem, " but I don't 
know a'most why." 

"Ill tell you why to think it, Jem," said Pat: "sure 
I got another loan of the Tablet, and here's a letter from Fa- 
ther Eeardon* in America to a priest in Ireland, and here's 
what he says :" so Pat read out of the letter : 

« ' I solemnly believe that if the vessels which bring them 
over were suddenly to founder, and carry every creature oa 
board into the depths of the ocean, they would have a better 
chance of salvation than they hare after they have lived for 
some time in this country.' " 

" Oh, Pat ! stop a bit," said Jem, " isn't that the awful 
thing to think of ; of a ship full of creatures, may be five hun- 
dred men, women, and little children, God save us, and the 
men holding their wives, as I have read in letters, and the 
poor mothers hugging their little babies on their poor breasts, 
and all them going down, screeching, at once into the roaring 
sea to death 1 and isn't it the cruel thing to hear a priest speak- 
ing as if he would like that ship to sink ! Oh, mercy on us 1 
said Jem, " sure that's the poor thing." 

" Well, sure Father Beardon can have no wife or children 
of his own," said Pat " and he mightn't understand our feel- 
ings; and why would he stop at that, to save souls in his 
own fashion? bntthat isn't the part of his letter I want now, 
said Pat ; so Pat read on. 

" • So entirely convinced am I of the fearful havoc of souls 
which is the result of coming here, that were Almighty 
God to give me the power of budding a wall of fibe round 
Ireland, to prevent its people from leaving it it should be 
built before the ink with which I write this line would dry. 
For the lore of Jesus, try to keep your people at home.^ For 
erery individual yon keep, you snatch a soul from helL 

" Well, that's mighty fine," said Jem, " if every one that 

staid in Ireland would go to Heaven. But it's another thing 

he was thinking of: them that go to America leaves the 

Church of Bome, and them that stays in it is afeared to leave 

it ■ and that's all as one with him as the differ of going to Hea- 

i ren or HeU : but I am afeared there's a deal of good Catholics 

' in Ireland that won't get to Heaven." 

I " But what do you say of the wall of fire round Ireland to 

] keep us in?" said Pat. 

j " Isn't the fires of Purgatory enough for them to goverm us 

with ?" said Jem. 

"Deed and it's not then," said Pat; "the people is getting 
to think little of Purgatory, and that won't keep them in now; 
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" And if they had the wall of fire round Ireland, to keep 
ia them that snap their fingers at the priests when they get to 
America," said Jem, " wouldn't they have a good bit of tire in 
tke middle of Ireland too, for the boys that won't mind the 
priests at home ?" 

"Well it's a nice Patrick's Purgatory it would be, more nor 
even St. Patrick thought of," said Pat, "if Father John, and 
Father Beardon got their way. But it's not come to that yet 
anyway." 

" I'm in dread it's too hot for them, that will turn," said 
Jem. 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " it will be worse yet for them that 
is ashamed of Christ, and that won't confess him with the 
mouth. Anyway that is stuck in me, and I can't be without 
tune church ; and III have to find one that will let me confess 
Christ and his words : that's the church lor me, Jem, and 
maybe I'll find it better here nor in America. My mind's 
made up anyway, and if I'm beat, sure I can go to America 
then as well as now; and not feel then that I'm skulking out 
•f it, like a man that is ashamed of Christ." 

So if we should hear anything more of poor Pat's future 
history, our readers may like to know it, as well as we. For 
there are clear heads, and some brave hearts too, among the 
poor people of Ireland ; and the humblest of them is worth 
caring about. Such men may be scarce in Ireland before 
long : and it concerns us all, that Ireland should not be too 
hot for them to stay in. 
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Eteet period of the world's history has its own 
peculiar marks and characteristics ; and it may 
be said, without fear of contradiction, that our's 
is pre-eminently an age of inquiry. There is 
scarcely any question, physical or moral, which 
is not, from time to time, brought under inves- 
tigation ; and, to any person who is sincerely 
anxious for the promotion of truth, it is a subject 
of the deepest interest to mark the growth of 
enlightened views, and the dying-out of anti- 
quated prejudices, both at home and abroad. 
And this interest must be obviously increased, in 
proportion to the intrinsic importance of the 
question which gives rise to such gratifying 
results. 

Our readers, we trust, scarcely need to be re- 
minded that, from the commencement of this 
Journal, we have always laboured, to the best of 
our ability, to impress upon our fellow-country- 
men the paramount duty which devolved upon 
them, as intelligent men and as Christians, to 
seek out truth, and especially religious truth, for 
themselves. We have urged them to disregard 
the impediments and .restrictions with which 
interested persons, whether priests or laymen, 
irould seek to surround them ; and we have called 
upon them to assert and practice the right of free 
inquiry upon the most important of all subjects 
which could concern them as immortal beings. 
We felt thoroughly persuaded that, in the end, 
the cause of religious truth could never suffer 
from such investigation, conducted in a fair and 
candid spirit. It is falsehood, and falsehood 
alone, which has any cause to shun the light. 

It is not now our purpose to dwell on the suc- 
cess which has attended our efforts — a success, 
we are rejoiced to say, in many instances far 
beyond our expectations. We merely advert to 
the subject, for the purpose of drawing the atten- 
tion of our readers to the striking confirmation 
of the soundness of our views, which has lately 
been presented in a quarter where it might have 
been least expected — namely, in the Cortes, or 
■Parliament of Spain. 



Spain, as our readers are aware is a thoroughly 
Roman Catholic country ; perhaps, in some re- 
spects more thoroughly Romaiist than even 
Italy itself. It was for many centuries the 
chosen seat of the Inquisition ; and the fearful 
cruelties perpetrated on all persons who were even 
suspected of heresy have often been detailed in 
all their hideous enormity. The animosity of the 
priests and inquisitors extended even beyond the 
grave. If a person not of the Homish communion 
died in Spain, no funeral rites could be per- 
formed over his remains. His family were 
obliged to convey the body privately and by 
stealth to the place of interment, and deposit it 
in the ground without prayer or ceremony of any 
kind. A remarkable instance of this intolerant 
bigotry occurred some few years ago, and drew 
forth a spirited remonstrance from Lord Howden, 
the English ambassador, addressed to the Spanish 
Government : and it was said in the newspapers 
at that time, that if tie Duke of Wellington, 
who had rescued Spain from French domination, 
had had the misfortune to die in the country 
which he delivered, his body, according to law, 
would have been treated worse than that of a 
common malefactor, and buried in the ground 
like a dog. 

In such a country, where all the power and 
influence of the Government were directed to the 
promotion and support of the Roman Catholic 
faith, the obstacles to enlightened discussion 
might, at first sight, appear almost insurmount- 
able. We might expect that scarcely any person 
would have the boldness, in the face of so much 
intolerance, to raise his voice in defence of free 
inquiry and religious liberty. Such an event 
has happened, however (as we learn from the 
public papers), in the course of the last few 
months* ; and the cry has been raised, not in an 
obscure corner of the country, but in Madrid 
itself, in the highest deliberative assembly of 
Spain. How true it is, that all the efforts of 
priestly domination can never permanently 
succeed in stifling the earnest longing of the 
human mind for truth and freedom ! The Romish 
clergy may keep a country in darkness and 
bondage for centuries ; but sooner or later, in 
spite of all their precautions, some rays of light 
will break in. 

The man who had the courage and resolution 
to act as we have described was the deputy from 
Barcelona, Don Raphael Degollado. A motion 
had been made in the Cortes, to the effect that 
any person who, from religious conviction, had 
ceased to belong to the Roman Catholic Church 
in Spain, might be at liberty to embrace another 
creed. This measure, the very first step in the 
path of religious toleration, was, as might be ex- 
pected, violently opposed by the priestly party 
and their advocates; and it was in answer to 
them that Don Raphael Degollado delivered the 
bold and manly speech to which we have ad- 
verted. We request the attention of our Roman 
Catholic readers to the arguments which he em- 
ployed. They have been frequently advanced in 
our pages ; but, perhaps, they may come home 
with more force to some minds, from the recol- 
lection of the fact that the speaker is, and has 
been, a sincere member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. In reading the accounts of the bitter 
persecution to which our own poor countrymen 
are often exposed, who have had the courage to 
follow the dictates of their conscience, and leave 
the Church of Rome, we often felt that it would 
be well if all Romanists in Ireland acted on the 
fair and honest principles which the deputy from 
Barcelona so truthfully describes : — 

" I come here," said he, " to defend toleration npon 
strictly religious grounds. Intolerance and exclusiveness 
are directly contrary to the Christian religion. If the gates 
of hell are not to prevail against the Word of God, why 
this puerile, this impious fear that injury could be done by 
another religion to the religion of Christ? This insulting 
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fear is a negative— at the least, a doubt — of the truth of 
prophecy; and from doubt to infidelity is but one step. 
He who uses constraint, whether physical or moral, to 
secure the fulfilment of prophecy, can have no faith in it. 
The partisans of intolerance ignore the force of truth.-— 
Truth has in itself an irresistible force, it is as the light ; 
our lips cannot deny its presence when our eyes behold it." 

He defends himself ably from the charge of 
being influenced by indifference or hostility to 
religion, in advocating the cause of religious 
toleration : — 

" My conscience could never know peace were I to re- 
frain from telling you all I feel, all I think on this momen- 
tous subject. Let it not be thought, either within these 
walls or outside of them, that when I come here to defend 
religious liberty, I do so as an infidel, or a sceptic, or an 
indifferent. All these I have formerly been. I hare been 
even a fanatic — a violent fanatic ; but, by the grace of God, 
I have been enabled to escape those dangerous quicksands, 
where mere human reason too often makes shipwreck. And 
it is because I observe in this country the rapid progress of 
incredulity, hypocrisy, and a revolting cynicism, that I so 
ardently desire the triumph of religious liberty, which alone 
can arrest this fatal progress." 

We pause in our extracts for a moment, in 
order to call attention to the picture of the state 
of morals and religion in Spain, drawn by an 
unimpeachable witness, the chosen representative 
of the important town of Barcelona. He, a 
Spanish gentleman, was addressing an assembly 
of Spaniards upon a question of momentous 
social importance ; and he would have exposed 
himself to instant contradiction if his sentiments 
and statements were false or exaggerated. And 
in what terms does he describe the social condition 
of his countrymen ? The picture is indeed a 
gloomy one. " There is," he declares, " a rapid 
and fatal progress of incredulity, hypocrisy, and 
revolting cynicism ;" which latter word may be 
taken to imply a kind of savage, unsocial selfish- 
ness of character. This, then, is the state to 
which the teaching of the Church of Rome has 
reduced one of the finest countries in Europe. 
Romanism can throw the blame on no other 
quarter. For several centuries she has had the 
entire teaching of the Spaniards in her own 
hands. Not only religious liberty, but even the 
most trifling toleration, was sternly refused to 
any other persons or teachers, save her own. 
Have we not a right, then, to judge of the truth 
of her system by its fruits ? She has made the 
Spaniards unbelievers and hypocrites; she set 
before them, under the garb of Christianity, a 
tissue of doctrines which they could not believe, 
and then compelled them, by persecution, to con- 
ceal their unbelief under the mask of hypocrisy. 
We greatly fear that there are many other 
Roman Catholic countries to which such a 
melancholy description would too truly apply. 

To return, however, to the speech of the 
deputy from Barcelona. He argues, in forcible 
terms, against the superstitious dread of tolera- 
tion which some sincere Romanists might possi- 
bly entertain : — 

■' Of all religions," he asks, " which is that which must 
appear to us to have the firmest faith in the truth of her 
dogmas ? — that which shuts herself up, as it were, in an im- 
penetrable enclosure, discusses nothing, tolerates nothing, 
and persecutes all outside her pale? Or is it that religion 
which discusses and which tolerates the free exercise of 
other forms of worship ? Is it Catholic Spain, which stifles 
in her bosom, by every possible means, religious liberty? 
or Protestant Norway, who opens her doors to Jews and 
Catholics, whom she had for so long a period repulsed? 
Or Protestant England, who extends her toleration even to 
permitting the establishment of colleges of Jesuits, tha 
most implacable enemies of the Reformation ?" 

We may observe, in passing, that the policy 
adopted by the Church of Rome nearer home 
appears to resemble very closely that which 
characterises her conduct in Spain. She shuts 
herself up, as far as she can, in an impenetrable 
enclosure. She steadily sets her face against 
discussion of any kind. She stifles religious 
liberty by every possible means ; and we are con- 
strained to add, that in those parts of Ireland 
where the balance of numbers is on her side, the 
lawless violence of the mob is not unfrequently 
employed, in order to check, by terror and in- 



